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OPEI CELEBRATES FIFTH ANNIVERSARY!

Dear Update RHeaders,

May 1997 marks the fifth anniversary of the Office of Public
Education and Interpretation of the African Burial Ground Pro-
ject’s (OPEI) Open House Event! The 1991 rediscovery and
excavation of the landmark African Burial Ground site has al-
so unearthed and resurrected a renewed interest in the ex-
ploration of the African historical presence in early New York.

The contributions of African men, women, and children to
the economy and society of colonial America has often been
categorically ignored and denied. The history of the enslave-
ment of Africans in the North remains, even today, virtually a
well kept secret.

The OPEI, since its inception in 1993, strives to provide in-
formation to the New York community, and the public at large,
about the on-going status of this historic site and archaeologi-
cal project. Via slide presentations, quarterly symposia, docu-
mentary films, the Update newsletter and other educational
publications, we have provided information to more than
75,000 individuals, locally, nationally and internationally.

Stay tuned, we are currently working on the creation of an
African Burial Ground website page!

We would like to take this opportunity to thank you, our
very supportive public, our more than one hundred and fifty
volunteers and others, for your interest in preserving the his-
tory and contributions of Africans living in early America.

/\ﬁ/W%U ,0 [Ul A
“Sherrill D, Wilson, Ph.D.
Director

“if we ag African Americans don’t write our own books, then other folks will continue to define us.,”

Johnetta B. Cole, President of Spelman College
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Another Side of Rikers...
‘On behalt of the students and staff of Rikers lIsland
‘Educational Facility | want to thank you for your slide pre-
:sentation.  The information included in the presentation was
dinteresting and provided our students with an opportunity to
‘learn about New Yorkers who were previously unknown. The
iteachers plan to use the classroom guides to enrich our cur-
iriculum and we look forward 10 an ongoing relationship with
iyour office.
: Sincerely,
Frank Dmdy, AP Sp.Ed., AdmJ/Supy.
East Eimhurst, N.Y.

From the State Comptroller

:As the State Comptroller, and chim admin
‘two hundred public @mp oyees, it is my responsi ihility 1o pro-
imote the kinds of policies that mmgm ze the achievements of
-a diverse work force and State. Your participation in the State
:Comptroller's observance of Black History Month contributes
o my own eflorts of encouraging and challenging people
‘who serve the interest of the public.

istrator of twenty-

il would personally welcome any further information that you
‘might have on the African Burial Ground and on the history
‘of African Americans in the City of New York. Again, thank
wyou for lending your considerable time and energy to my
office’s observance of Black History Month.

With warmest regards,
H. Carl McCall, State Comptroller
Albany, N.Y.

Historic Communities

:On behalf of the students of the Weeksville School, P.S - 243,
i want to thank you for a most informational and inspiri ng
slide presentation on March 7, 1997. It was of particular
interest 1o us, because we are able to find so many compar-
isons between the Weeksville community of the 19th centu-
1y, and the African community in lower New York City in the
(18th century.

iThe concept of archaeological digs is of panrticular interest to
isome of our students whose famil ily members were among
those who found some of the Weeksville remains and mem-

‘orabilia during the dig for the new “Weeksville Houses,”
mcm% from our school. Some of the memorabilia is housed

iin our school. Thank you again for such a wonderful oppor-
Hunity.

Sincerely,
Saundra C. Johnson, Principal
Brooklyn, N.Yn

“My Trip to the African Burial Ground”
My trip 1o the African Burial Ground was fun. We learned
about dr«f‘raeomgy (md amhmp@toqv Some of the bones
were found with arms in different ways. Some of them were
found holding mb es. ! kmm@d that excavation means dig.
We saw very interesting things. | learned that African
Americans died because they did not have enough food to
eal. We saw different kinds of bones. One of the bones had
waistbeads. They put coverings up to protect the skeletons,
We learned about artitacts. '

Krystelle Katherine Diaz
P.5. 134/ Clags 3-324
New York, N.Y.

Concerned Black Men... :
My visit to your organization with the Concerned Black Men
group was far more than excellent. | am convinced that all
the students who attended, as well as the adults, appreciat-
ed the vital knowledge on the history and future of the
enslaved New York African men, women and children too,
Fwill always remermber the extraordinary knowledge leamed
and will continue to promote and uplift the African Burial
Ground Project. Please do not end your essential works.

Sincerely,
Clinton L. Black, Educator
Washington, D.C.

African Burial Grounds in Canada

Thank you for your letter and the enclosed documentation on
the African Burial Ground and Five Points At‘omemwgﬁcaf
Projects. | have shared this information with a number of
groups here in Montreal. ~

I am enclosing all of the newspaper articles which | have
found regarding the burial grounds of enslaved M icans in
Saint-Armand Station. | will keep you informed of further
developments regarding the efforts of many individuals and’
groups to have the governments here recognize this burial’
ground as having archaeological and historic value. |

Thank you.
John Leblanc
Montreal, Quebec, Canada

[Ed. Note: For information regarding the $t, Armand~§
Station Burial Ground see the African Burial Ground
Update section -~ Related Events page 9] :

OPEl welcomes !etmmbm reserves
the right to-edit for length or clarity




An Interview with
. Roland Harmis and
John Boyd of the
(1.5, Customs Lab

. Compiled by
Cheryl J. LaRoche

. Photo credits:
. Tamara R. Jubilee

Introduction

This interview was inspired by the
retirement of John Boyd, Jr. after
135 years of employment with the
‘U.S. Customs Laboratory. John
.and Roland Harris are both analy-
tical chemists who have selflessly,
.eagerly and generously lent their
{time and expertise as a profession-
al courtesy 1o the African Burial
.Ground Project. With their help, we
‘hope to use what we learn from
the analysis of these artifacts to
further tell us about the customs,
rituals, practices and beliefs of the
ipeople who buried their dead in the
African Burial Ground.

‘Cheryl LaRoche: | wanted to inter-
view you both in order to call attention
1o the help you have given us on the
‘African Burial Ground Project. First,
provide a brief explanation of why
U.S. Customs has analytical services
and give us your feelings about the
African Burial Ground Project.

‘John Boyd: Right now we are deal-
iing with the inorganic and organic
‘metals and different types of com-
‘modities that come into the United
‘States for tariff purposes.

Pictured from left 1o mgt: John Boyd, Jr., Che
a conservator in the Foley Square Laboratory, and Roland (Ron) Harris.

. Laoche,

We also deal with domestic prob-
lems such as the ones that you are
here to discuss. This is part of our
outreach program and it has been
a pleasure to work on the African
Burial Ground Project for my own
gratification. This project has un-
veiled some of the things that hap-
pened to Blacks in history. We
have lost much of this history
through not being able to record
these important events, It is re-
warding that | can help because |
am a part of this heritage.

Roland Harris: | have been with
the Customs Laboratory for over
nine years and prior to that | worked
with New York City's Police Depart-
ment forensic laboratory. My interest
in looking at some of the artifacts, as
well as helping with this project, also
sterns from my heritage. This is one
of the most important finds we have
had in recent years, which adds to
the entire history of the city. We have
yet 1o realize the benefits that are
going to come from the project. | am
very excited about being able to help
and about having the ability 1o be
able to help simply because this

find would have gone mmpﬂm@ﬁyi

unnoticed if we did not have people.
who were interested enough to make:
sure that people stood up and paid
atlention in order to save this bit of his-.
tory. It is vital in terms of helping peo-:
ple to understand what has gone
before, and to bring us up to date asif
to where we are today. f

CL: One of the things that has been
so imporiant in our relationship with.
you is that in many instances we are,
dealing with very small, extremely:
degraded ariifacts and are trying as
best we can to have these ariifacts’
help us put together the full story of
the burial ground. Obviously, Dr.
Blakey, in working with his analysis of:
the human remains, is contributing the:
major portion of the information ‘&haﬁ
we will need to know, but in extracting
the kinds of analytical information that.
you provide, we are able to continue:
to tell the story based on the arti-
facts. For example, from the glass:
beads recovered with Burial 340,
which is how we initially began mur?f
relationship, we have moved on m
looking at coffin wood  identification:
with you. ?




Now we are back to look at coffin
‘wood surfaces which may be pig-
‘mented, painted or colored. You
have helped us analyze the arti-
facts to a level not normally en-
joyed by archaeologists. This is the
result of the kinds of tests that
you've been able to provide. Would
you discuss in every day tenms, the
‘kinds of information we look for?

JB: Well initially we had a superficial
analysis of the artitacts. As we began to
.get information and data, we began to
.get more deeply into the analytical part
of the artifacts. We went from different
instrumentation procedures such as
non-destructive  X-ray analysis, and
‘emission  spectrophotomic  analysis.
W@ did a litle X-ray diffraction analysis,
and microscope analysis,

‘We are looking forward to some inves-
tigation using NMR analysis and Mmay-
‘be Carbon 13 analysis. The problem is
that the analysis we have to perform
'should be non-destructive analysis, but
because the artifacts are so fragile, itis
very dificult to extract the data we want.

%“‘L We were lucky with that silver ear-
bob because we were able to take
:some crust off and take a small discrete
‘shaving. Would you like to speak about
ithe test that we ran?

Left: Ron Harris prepares sample
for analysis. Wood is a cellulosic

It has been recovered in fragmented
form from the burial site.

material which deteriorates over time.

Right: Surviving remnants of coffin
wood have been determined to be
primarily cedar and pine. Other lypes
of soft wood identified are spruce,
larch, and fir, There are a few hard
woods yet to be identified.

[Ed. note: the silver earbob was recover-

ed from Burial 254 a child of five to
seven years old, | was featured in our
previous issue of Update, Vol. 2. No. 2]

JB: We were astonished by the amount
of information we gathered through the
use of the emission spectrophotomic
analysis of those small pieces you
extracted without destroying anything.
We were proud of that. The data that we
got was very enlightening. Also, | am
accustomed to formal protocol in analyz-
ing materials but in this case we did
some expenmental procedures and we
came out with reasonable data.

CL: We also have a number of coffin
wood samples. Wood is a cellulosic
matenal that often does not survive
adverse archaeological conditions. We
do have small pieces of wood and
wooden posts, so one of our research
questions has been to identify what
types of woods were used for coffing
and il those woods were indigenous 1o
New York,

Ron Harris has been helping us estab-
lish a protocol because the wood has
been so badly degraded that it does not
even withstand sample taking. Ron,
please speak about the work we have
been doing together.

RH: Armong the problems encountered

tered are embrittied wood samples
which have resulted from the archae-
ological environment. Some of the’
samples were petrified and yet it did not
go into a complete petrfication state,
while others would literally crumble in:
your hand. We had to come up with a-
device to solidity them sufficiently
enough so we could make micrograph-:
ic slides in order to identify the wood.
We went to several types of reagents
and fixers 1o try to come up with one
that would be suitable for igentification:
purposes. We were able, after a pe"arir::xt;ﬂE
of tme, to develop some processes
using varous types of chemicals, to
actually stabilize the samples sufficienty
to get some type of identification. ;

The whole process of identifying wood
is an involved task. First, we had ‘t(:)f
make a determination as to what typeé
of wood was indigenous to this area at.
that particular time. We looked at the
samples and were able to come up with
two identifiable species; one was mmf
and the other was cedar. We have
since identified several other types. In.
looking at this region, we know thfawz
particular woods were indigenous fo
this area. We also know what type of
wood should have been available Whedi
these coffins were originally made.



John Boyd explaing to Cheryl LaRoche
how the control pme& of the X-ray
flucrescence unit is programmed.

lare not able 1o see the

pit levels, it

oo T
the cellular structure in terms of

making an identification under a
polarizing light microscope. It you
se cellular
structures all the way down to the
is very difficult to make
delerminations, However, we were

f mmrm that we did have pieces

sufficiently intact o make the iden-
*ﬂhmﬂ ion; it proved a challenge to

1 get to that point

CL: Yes, it was a challenge (laugh-
ter). We're here today because we
have one further analytical problem

Ithat we would like to investigate.

| We have some coffin lids that may
| or may not have some type of

‘CL: It has been a particularly diffi-
«cult process because to identity
‘wood you have to look for a num-
ber of characteristics when you
take your sample. In the ideal world
these characteristics are very
robust and prominent. In this case
‘we are often making our identifica
tion on the most slender of charac-
teristics because the degradation
thas been so extreme. The extent of
‘the damage is such that you spend
& good bit of time making your
determinations. It has been slow
going.

‘RH: Yes, | have 1o agree. You look
:at the wood and make the identifi-
cation on minute quantities in order
‘o determine species. When you
‘have wood that has been damaged
to the extent this has, and been
subjected to the elements, it is very
difficult to actually get whole pieces
of sufficient quality to see the iden-
Aitying characteristics such as the

colorant applied to the suriace.
We have to make a determination
about whether what we are seeing
on the surface is some naturally

occurring substance in the soil
such as a clay based material that
would naturally pigment or color
the surface of the wood, or whether
or not we are looking at some
d ~ﬁ"b@rm@ mmw@ that nay ave

wcﬂmd for SOMEe sort o“f d@wrmuon,
or whether it was a method 1o pig-
ment the suriace of the coflin

We have soil samples from the sur-
rounding areas to see it the ele-
ments that appear in the soil also
appear in the colorants on the sur-
face of the wood. We also have
random coffin samples that appear
to be in the same color range.
Much of what we are basing the
need for further testing on is visual
appearance. Normally we have &

patlicular color range that we ex-

photormicrography shows a
section of larch shaving cellu-
!dw w cture and resin canals from

Burial 101. Photo credit: C.J. LaRoche

pect to see for wood. Even degrad-
ed wood falls into a particular
range of colors and these wood
samples are outside that range, so
we will be talking to John about the
types of tests we may be able to
run.

JB: Certainly we can run analysis
on the soil samples. If we have soil
samples versus the material on the
surtace of the coffinsg, we should be
able to come up with some type of
conclusion as to whether the two
types of materials are the same.
We can use various types of instru-
mentation as well as microscopic
examination. | would
I would be using the emission spec-
trograph to determine the type of ele-
ments that are in both the soil as
well as the material on the surface,
of the coffins. And then we could go:
from there as to what other instru-
meniation would be necessary 1o
connect those elements as com-
pounds of inorganic materials or
compounds of degradation of or-
ganic pigrments.

assume that



slightly to talk about a recent trend.
1 have read in the writings of Cor-
nell West and heard in Dr. Blakey's
discussions, the ideal of scholarly
activism. | see both of you con-
Aributing your expertise in this area
as part of the scholarly activist
iideal. In anthropology, they also
talk about the engaged scholar. Is
‘there anything you would like to
%@dd in terms of being able to use
‘what you have been trained to do
Hor this project?

‘RH: With any amount of learning |
think it is very important that you
'share and more importantly, if you
know something, | think the only
‘way you are going to be able to
.demonstrate that you know is if you
'share. For me the most imporiant
-aspect of this entire investigation is
‘being able to help in terms of some
of the analysis,

“The whole impact of being a part of
ithis learning experience, in impan-
ing learning to others, will have no
real relevance unless we are able
to pass what we are learning on to
‘those who follow us.

in this endeavor, and every other
-endeavor, we learn from doing and
passing it on. We look forward to
having different agencies combine
their knowledge in terms of collabo-
rating with one another in order to be
-able to come up with something that
is going to help us progress, | think
that these are important aspects of
this find.

the information we have? We need
to have that information put into the
neighborhoods, into the schools so
that our youth can know that we have
scientists who are willing to give their
time and talents to this project.

This is a project that is certainly nec-
essary so that the people in this coun-
try will know that we are not all about
race riots, that we are an important
people in America and that we are
willing to do research to uncover
some of the vast amount of informa-

fion that is out there that we, all of us,
should be aware of. Blacks have a
prominent place in our society and
more of this type of work should be
done. f

CL: | am happy that we are talking to
you af the end of a long, illustrious
career. | want to thank you both, not.
just for your time, because you have
been extremely generous, but also to:
let Update readers know that there is
a lot of work that goes on behind the
scenes.
G

{ organic comy
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Petrified/petrifaction: To harden or convertinto s
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AFRICAN BURIAL

GROUND PROJECT PROFILES

Deborah A. Wright

eona Sellers recently received an
Afrvican Burial Ground Froject
volunteer award in recognition of
her "long term support and activism.”
dncluded in the first wave of OPE! vol-
wunteers, Leona exemplifies the mean-
ing behind "comerstone of support”

‘Born the third of seven children in
‘Harlem, New York, Leona was raised
by her now deceased patents in
‘Bronx's Clason Point Houses original-
ly built by Mayor LaGuardia for return-
ing servicemen and their families.
‘Leona received her Associate Degree
in Medical Labmamw Technology
from Btaten  Island  Community
‘College and he{ B.A. in Business
Information Systems from Pace
‘University.  Retired after nineteen
.years as a commercial loan specialist
‘with the Prudential Feal Estate
Division, she resides in histotic lower
‘Manhattan near the South Street
‘Seaport.

‘Quite aptly, it was in her church,
Mariners' Temple Baptist Church
swhere Leona fust heard about the
African Burial  Ground  (ABG).
Heverend Dr. Susan D. Johnson
:Cook announced one Sunday morn-
ing that skeletal remains had been
recovered from the site where a fed-
eral agency was attempting to erect a
new office building. The Reverend
‘expressed concerns about the man-
mner in which the remains were being
ihandled, and called for members o
take an active interest. "Since this

information was denied me as a child
igrowing up in New York," Leona
salled, " was looking for and found

rec
@ forum with which | could find out
imore about the contributions of my
Atrican forefathers and mothers and
Hearn about how they lived."

‘When the OPEI began

supporting an

OPEI mumwr Leons Sellers

ABG commemorative stamp petition
drive, Leona was one of the main per-
sons working with Mr, Richard Brown
in support of this effort, Mr. Brown, &

former member of the now disbanded
Federal Steering Committee, speatr-
headed the idea of an ABG stamp in
response 1o the question, "How can
we better inform the American people
about the ABG?" Mr. Brown's answer
was a stamp, stating that he felt that
stamps relate history in a variety of
ways. Stamps tell a story concisely,
visually, are collectible, and theretore
can reach many and teach for gener
ations 1o come.

Leona, who gathered a
number of the signed petitions,
recounts her experiences as being
both challenging and frustrating. She
accompanied Mr. Brown 1o Washing-
ton, D.C., where a meeting had been

significant

schedu wd with top officials of the
Hee

Citizens' Stamp Adviscry Comi

(CSAC), only to find the said officials’
suddenly on vacation leave. They
arrived with over 65,000 signatures, 10
add to the 25000 which had been
submitted a year earlier. To the dismay
of all the signees, and those who
worked hard at gaining signatures, we:
later learned that the second request
for an ABG stamp was rejected. There
are currently over 103,000 signatures.
on file. ‘

‘3; Although the momentum for the com-

memorative stamp has slowed down,
Leona states that she feels "We need
to push forward to make our cause

| heard, and | hope that this effort will

regain momentum and more people
will get involved to make Mr. Brown's
vision and hard work come 1o realiza-

Leona finds joy in volunteering, indi-
cating that it helps in a person's self-
development and gives something
back to the community. She currently.
divides her volunteer time between
four other organizations.

As for the future, Leona says that she:
im looking forward to the reinterment of
he ABG ancestors, but presently feels
H at it is now time for the community to
take an active role in overseeing all
phases of the ABG project. "Let us not

miss this opportunity 10 leave some-
thing for our children that will give:
them a sense of knowing who they are:
and what they can be."

bué

[Editors Note: Recently Mr. Brown
tost his beloved wile of over 45 years.
We at OPEl acknowledge his selfless
work on behalf of the ABG. Our love
and pravers go out to him as he heals:
and recovers from his tremendous
loss. This revised article originally
appeated in The Cornerstone, OPEl's
VMUHWH’ newsletler (Vol. 1 NO ?} ]}
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African Burial Ground Update

Complied by Emilyn L. Brown
Photographs by Tamara R, Jubilee
‘0 On March 17, 18, and 19, 1997, the General Services
Administration conducted a series of ground studies ot
the African Burial Ground which had a two fold pur-
‘pose, The first was to assess how well the ground surface
.could support outdoor memorialization such as sculpture.
‘Secondly, the tests were part of the first phase in planning
‘the reinterment of the 427 burials currently under analysis

§a‘z Howard University. Reinterment is tentatively scheduled for
ithe year 2000.

{OPEI Director Sherrill D, Wilson, Public Educators Marie-
‘Alice Devieux, Donna Harden Cole, Deinabo George,
‘Chadra D. Pittman and OPEI staff photographer, Tamara R.
§Jt lee, were on hand o answer questions from the public

kamen D mm pmm ive boards under the mach
and lowered long metal rods into the ground,

inery

By using long metal pipes to bore into the ground, engineers
‘were able to determine how much compaction or wﬁ ing of fill
‘had occurred. There is approximately 30 feet of fill between
ithe ground surface and at least 200 remains Wh s::h are still
interred at the site. The borings reportedly probed to depths
%of 20 feet within the fill, a mixture of sterile soil and sand
‘used to preserve the burials

HInquiries concerning plans for reinterment, or the proposed
:mernorialization for the interior area of the 290 Broadw way
Interpretive Center and exterior area where the African
‘Burial Ground is located, are being directed to Ms. Peggy
King Jorde at 212-264-6948,

Lefi: Public Educator
Chadra D, Pittman
observes the effecis
of the machinery.

Below right: Close up
of a boring measuring
approximately 3 1/4”
‘in diameter, About
four or five borings
were made at the site,

2 This year's Annual OPE!D Youth Symposium was held
March 23, 1997. See page 12 for details :

T3 On April 19, 1997, coinciding with four years of nation-
al historic landmark status for the African Burial Ground, a
training symposium was held to recruit volunteers inlerest.
ed in “Spreading the Word” about the site and the his-
torical contributions of Africans in early New York., The
day began with a noon-time prayer vigil at the site after
which trainees were given the full scope of the project in-
cluding such current issues as memorialization. One of the
highlights of the day was “Taste from the Past” a mini-lec-
ture presented by Volunteer Coordinator Donna Harden
Cole. For details see page 14.

OPEl's volunteer staff, currently numbering at moee mmf

150, receive free training in mder m keep the public awm@
of issues concerning the burial site. Interested? Call (212).
432-5707 for details. '
LI Archaeological Findings at Foley Square. In @arw

Aprit an engineering team from The RBA Group began test,
excavalions to locate existing utility lines. The work was
conducted under a permit issued by the Landmarks an@r-;
vation Commission. :

Excavations reached d@mhs of about five feet when part of

an intact brick wall was uncovered. It is fairly certain that th@f

brick dates back to me 19th century. §
B



in compliance  with  Landmark
FPreservation Cmmm'@s'm quidelines,
‘the excavalion came 1o an abrupt halt
‘when a number m bonm were found at
‘the site. Len Bianchi reparts that work-

men  stopped excavalion pending
:analysis, There was concern that the
[crew w wwmmm@d disturbed or
redeposited fill from excavations that
Htook place at m@ African  Burial
:Ground, and that the recovered bones
swere human. Analysis later determin-
ed that a large 10" bone recovered be-
longed to & pig or possibly a sheep.
iOther bones recovered were identifled
a8 having come from chickens.

ém 1991, the General Services Admini-

stration (GSA) simultaneously exca-
wvated the nelghboring sites of the
iAtrican Burial Ground and the Foley

‘Sguare area for the z&i}ﬁ Broadway
‘building and the federal court house at
500 Pearl Street.

0 RELATED ITEMS:

Heclarmation of Saint-Armand Station
Atrican Burial Ground recalls lives of
freedom in the “Promised Land.”
‘Faced with lives of bm‘wame Alricans
gresisted enslavement in countless
‘ways. One of the primary means of
‘escape became the Underground Rail-
‘road, an arduous journey that called
for strong faith and reliance on the
North Star as a guide to “Canaan, the
Promised Land.” Canadian newspaper
wwources like the New Brunswick Telegraph
Loumal place the number of Africans who
.escaped across the U.S. border during
ithe 18th and 19th centuries at ten 10
‘sixty thousand.

‘Curiously only a small number of
:cemeteries where Africans are known
‘o be buried have been identified
including: Shelburne in Nova Scotia;
Princeville in Ontaric and Dresden
also in Ontario. The fourth, Saint-
Armand Station in the Eastern Town-
‘ship of Quebec, is now the tocus of a
‘campaign spearheaded by Hank Avery
‘whose goal is to gain landmark recog-
nition for the site. He confirms that
‘some 30 Africans interred there were
iprm of a small community esteblished
in the 18th century. Use of the

cemetery stopped sometime after
1909, the yvear of the last documented
burial. The site s now part of a farm
owned by French Canadian Clement
Benoit since 1950, Avery became
involved when rumors about desecra-
tion at the site surlaced. Benoit has
admitted that years ago he unknowing-
ly bul ﬁww? the area, uncovering

skeletal remains, but maintaing there
have b@m no recent incidents.
The burials face a large black lime-

stone rock which is the Cm&y identifying
feature of the neglected site. Adding
gross insult 1o injury, the Saint-Armand
cemetery s widsly referenced on
maps and documents as "Nigger
Hock.”

Efloris 1o gain recognition for the burial
ground have begun 1o Qather support
from a number of sources including the
Mayor of Saint-Armand ¢ maon the
Town Council and the Missiquoi Coun-
ty Historical Society. But negotiations
with Benoit to build & monument and
organize tours af the farm site have hit
a snag.

There has also been some resistance
to changing the cemetery's name.
Avery's preference is to rename the
site "Elave Rock.” But this has raised
concems gs well [t has now become a
guestion of whether the name of the
historic site should reflect their circum-
stance of being enstaved or their heroic
efforts to be frec.

Mothers Against Viclence

Fally at the African Burial Ground. ‘
On Sunday, May 11, 1997, Families of
Victims Against Violence (FOVAV) held

their fourth annual Mothers Day March.
Against Violence. The group, founded
and organized by Reverend Herben
Daughtry, pastor of The House of the
Lord Church in Brooklyn, supports com-
munfty members who have lost their
joved ones and friends to viclence,

After  church services, more than fifty
participants  walked over the Brooklyn
Bridge to the African Burial Ground car-:
rying banners (see above) a memorial
quilt, photos and cherished mementos of
their loved ones.

Rev. Daughtry, quoted in the Daily
Challenge, explained: "“We chose the
Atrican Burial Ground because we
wanted to make a connection between:
the killing of cur ancestors by racist
plantation owners and the killing of our
loved ones today at our own hands. [t

uld be a magnanimous gesture, and.
a grealt show of support, if greater
numbers would join us. Also, it would,
make a statement of our stand against
violence.” ‘

L kR

ARE-YOU ON-OUR MAILING LIST?
Please submit names and/or
corrections 1o;

OFELL -6 World Trade Ctr.,
LS. Custom House, Rm, 239
New York, New York 10048
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Compiled by Donna Harden Cole

C Question submifted by [, Wright:

Across the United States there are excavations being con-
‘ducted on the former plantations where enslaved Africans
Hived and worked, as well as the cemeteries where they
‘were buried. What potential does this have for impart-
[ing a sense of identity for the African American com-
‘munity, and what forums or steps do you feel need to
ibe implemented to assure that African Americans be
‘included in all processes related to these excava-
tions ? ‘

‘Mr. Mandingo 0. Tshaka

‘Pres. Bayside Clear-Spring Council Civ
iFlushing, New York

First of all, | have an aversion against excavating the dead.
§lf)”g@"mg up cemeteries just for the sake of d‘qq‘ c; them up
lis unnecessary. Certain people are always digging up other
ipeoples’ graves. Why aren't they digging up thm own?
‘There are black buria Qmum which have been made into
parks. For example, Marting' Field in Fiushing, the former
isite of an African American and Native American cemetery,
‘was unearthed in 1936 and made into a park/playground,
although official documents indicate that there was a
restricted deed on the property. | am working with other
concerned citizens towards getling this historic area land-
imarked. I've even gone as far as speaking to Dan Pagano
drom Landmarks about this matier, Landmarking the area
iwill help to preserve something tangible from our history
Hike what is happening at the African Burial Ground in Lower
Manhattan.

ic Association

‘However, under the circumstances associated with the
‘African Burial Ground of lower Manhattan, | do agree that
the research being conducted at the prestigious Howard
University by Dr, Bl@k@y is beneficial to th@ community and
o the world. This will assist with unveiling a lot of informa-
tion on African Am@r ican history. This will help give us some
‘information about what was important 1o us, about our cul-
fure. Finding out information allows us to have a context for
‘understanding what happened. These types of investiga-
tions are good because they help confirm or dispute what's
/in the records if they exist

‘For example, in 1996 New York City hired archaeclogist,
Linda Stone to do a survey of Martins' Field which was
icalled the Colored Cemetery of Flushing. Ms. Stone dis-
:wovered that there were at least 1,000 burials or more asso-

ciated with this "Colored" cemetery : tually
located in the midst of a predominately white neighborhood.

This historic site 1s very dear to me especially since ‘M‘W@ is
evidence due to the study done by Ms. Stone that sow “e« of
those buried may be ancestors of mine. On the four head-

stones found, the family name Bunn is evident on eam

one. Bunnis my tamily name. For example, Alfred E. Bunn:
was laid to rest in April of 1876 at the age of 3 years,
George H. Bunn died in January of 1887 at the age of 17
and James Bunn was buried in August of 18%%
Incidentally, the study also revealed that aimost half of that
burial population were children. The deed states that it was
stared in 1840, but it could go back further than that
because Blacks co uld not be buried within city limits, the.
same rules that existed in Manhatian. Since Africans have.
been in Flushing sﬁaém@ 1693, they must have been buried
somewhere, :

Therefore, you can see how information that can be
retrieved from historic bural sites can be beneficial and can:
be viewed as a relevant source of history and culture to-
those that it represents. However, when burial sites are!
found no matter how long they have been hidden, it is
important that we not build over them but give them the
utmost respect and attention.

Vinnie Deasmore

Independent Consultant on African Buria
South Carolina :
Well, in South Carolina the only source of any action 10!
excavate is through the state. However, in most places, the:
laws currently in place do not allow for a variety of situa-
tions involving excavations of burial grounds. | believe that
naticnwide there needs to be greater reguiation regarding:
archaeological digs of burial grounds, The rules now mere-.
ly apply to active or known burial grounds, There have been
instances, for example where headstones from obscure
burial sites have been thrown into the river,

| Grounds,

To counteract this type of insensitive removal, surveys need
to be taken throughout the state archival syslem 1o retrieve
information regarding the location of African Burial
Grounds, wherever they may be. Some of the historic
cemeteres are now underground and located under private
property. The state should provide an open telephone line.
in the case where a private citizen may find a cemetery
under their property. However | do realize that inventory of
these type of cemeteries would be difficult because there
are also some located in secluded, highly wooded areas,

[ have found that in many cases the developers who aonﬁ
tract for excavation do not particularly care about what or,
who they are excavaling. Perhaps closer monitoring can.
be put in place.

oo -



-This would include acquiring archaeologists w who are sensitive
‘o burial populations like those found here in South
:Carolina, New York and throughout the country.

In the case where a burial ground is "accidentally discov-
§@W«:ﬁ’* while construction is going on, | can agree that an
linvestigation would be very beneficial. Information resulting
Hrom such a study could reveal ceriain facts that were
fgumkmwn before. However, | do not believe that all of the
remains found should have to be studied or analyzed for
this purpose. If by chance a burial ground s uncovered in
ithe process of clearir ng the land for use and there was no
‘information regarding its existence available beforehand ,
%&m I can accept the prospects tor an excavalion of some
‘of the burials

Vincent F.A. Golphin, Associate Publisher

‘about..lime Magazine

‘Rochester, New York

‘Each year in Aubum, New York, a small but devoted group of
|African Methodist Episcopal Zion clergy, faithful and interested
im Alrican American history, make a pilgrimage to the grave of
‘Harriet Tubman. For the sake of brevity, the now-dead aboli-
tionist is remembered as “Moses,” called that by historians for
‘the hundreds of enslaved Africans she led to freedom in the
‘North. Young people are often told of her simple rule — be free,
or die - as a way to show how serious she was with her escap-
ing charges. A fact often recalled is that Tubman never lost an
escapee, They all made it through.

‘The annual pageant is given scant coverage by Central New
York newspapers, but it remains a part of the permanent record
of the region. More impontantly, anyone who stands in the quiet
ccemetery near her grave cannot help but be moved by the real-
ity of her existence.

‘The first time | made the trip Tubman and all her exploits, before
‘and after the Civil War, became more real for me. The grave-
side memorial, mostly & recounting of her story and a few
‘prayers, brings forth the reality of her life even more than a visit
§m her homestead. Her house and property are being developed
-and preserved as an Aubum fourist attraction by the AME Zion
:Church,

‘Granted, most African Americans are not anxious 1o visit ceme-
deries, bul experiences such as the Tubman pilgrimage can
‘have a powerful atiect. The presence of regular visitors make
imore likely that the final resting place of important  Alrican
i/mw@m:;am«z such as Harmetl Tubman, and many pwaxs e less well
known, will be groomed propery by u«tmmﬁw officials. Also, as
‘death is ‘lhef final stage of lile, those sites make h mmry come
alive. It helps children and others 1o realize the individuals read
{ak:mu’r and discussed at cullural festi va s are not myths. This is
‘particularly important in times such as these when some white
-scholars are poised 1o attack the ¢
‘American history.

claims m African and Alrican

- on former plantations make it possible 1o preserve
dmﬁ understand a chapter in American history that many con-i

servatives say we shouid forget. They also prevent people ?r0m§§
denying the existence and severity of the experience of
ensiaved Africans.

African American preservationists might consider pulling togeth-:
er annual pilgrimages 1o significant grave sites and excavations:
in every city. “Lay Down Body” by Roberta Hughes Wright &md%
Wilbur B. Hughes Ill, a 370 page, state by state guide to African:
American burial grounds and cultural history, is the best swure@§
for information on the subject. It is published by NOMIS
Publications, Box 5122, Youngstown, Ohio 1-800-321-7479..
Another interesting source is the Intemet. At least 125 web sites:
provide information on such places. :

| have visfled African Amercan cemeteries throughout th@}% '
nztion. The interest arose out of my curiosity as a researcher.:
Every burial place leads to a group of stories about how the
people fived mm died. Those slories provide lessons and imgpiwf
rations for us i

Richard Dickenson, Borough Historian
Staten lsland, New ‘mm

Irterms of identity this is very important. The Civi
ment actually helped to bring more attention to xr importance:
of identity, Le, Black power. This assisted the Black communi-:
ty in understanding that the legacy of enslavernent was m’t
sormething that Afncan Americans should continue to be
ashamed of.

Rights move-;

Information retrieved from the cemeteries which are excavated,
as in the case of the Alrican Burial Ground in Lower Manhattan,:
is & another way to capture Black heritage and cutture. Perhaps:
this type of investigation can encourage more African Ameri-
cans 1o realize the imponance of their many contributions dur-!
ing enslavemnent, :

Although this type of investigation is imponant and can shed:
light on the histery it is also important to get the legislation nec-:
m—m;w to pm‘mm such effonts,  Govemment regulations @Md%
judicial decisions need 1o be passed 1o assist with this. African:
Americans should understand that the power of elections, elect-;
ing those to public office who can empathize and sympathize:
with the needs of the community.

Then there should be effons to disseminate this information via
a vanety of mediums, i.e., television, videos, the intemet, CD-i
FOMs and of course, via the various forms of printed mediums.
The burden falls uwm all of us to bring attention to these types:
ol investigations, should work effortlessly to not lay d@wnﬁ
our burden but to embmm& it and allow information like this to:
flourish,
Gud
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“Dr. Joe Jackson, keynote speaker for

this years Youth Symposium

€| nvestingin education is an
L investment in our future.”
i These words, provided by
keynote speaker Dr, Joe Jackson,
seemed 10 make a strong impact
on the young men and women
attending this year’s youth sympo-
sium. At his request the attendees
repeated the names of the first
known Africans enslaved in
Manhattan - Paulo Angola, Simon
Congo, Big Manuel, Little Manuel,
Manuel de Gerrit de Reus,
Anthony Portuguis Garcia, and
Peter Santomee to name a few.
Dr. Jackson then began his pre-
sentation linking the historical
accomplishments of this early
community with the goals of the
descendant community.

What follows is an excerpt from
his well received speech which
issued a challenge to our youth
to use the early accomplishments
of this small African community
as an inspiration for their own
success:

“We stand on strong shoulders of
generations of Africans who al-
though in bondage, nurtured a cul-
ture, maintained traditions, and kept
alive a deep thirst for freedom,
strong connections, and feelings for
community, conditions unmatched
by any other group. Those Africans
of the 17th century provided a
model for all of us.

They had high achievement ori-
entation, particularly in the area
of occupational and educational
aspirations. From the manner in
which the bodies were discov-
ered in the African Burial Ground,
I know without a doubt that even
in death our ancestors were peo-
ple of high morals and a strong
commitment of values. They were
a spiritual people. What a lega-
cy!”

Dr. Michael L. Blakey, Scientific
Director of the Project, was on
hand to provide an update on the
analysis of the skeletal remains
taking place at Howard Univer-
sity. He informed the audience

More than 200 young aduh turned
out for this year’s Youth Symposium |

that the Cobb Laboratory staff is
approximately three years short
of concluding research on the
human remains recovered from
the site. Once research is com-
pleted, a report on the overall
findings will eventually be re-
leased. Directing his remarks to -
the youthful audience, he ex-
plained the significance of the
findings. “It is as though you are
sitting at the foot of our earliest
ancestors, learning what you can
about their lives. These ancestors
made us possible, we owe them,
And if we continue to engage in
reciprocity and respect for them,
then we will benefit from the
same kind of respect and the yet
unborn will benefit from the soci-
ety that will be built.”




" Other events of the day inciuded Laboratory
- tours where Dr.-Warren Perry, Director of
. Archaeology for the project, pictured right,
. provided a historical context for the approx-
Himately 600 arlifacts recovered from the
- site, "We are at the descriplive stage of the
¢ analyeis” he indicated. “We are no where
. near the stage at which the Howard
- University Laboratory is with the skeletal

. the work that has been done.”

- The laboratory staff has been successful in
- identitying many of the aritacts recovered
- from the site including bracelets, cufflinks,
- conch shells and some kinds of decorative
Litems, Coffin hardware -- the nails and
- screws used to hold coffins together -- now
represent the largest number of aritacts
- recovered from the site.

- Dr. Perry is also analyzing the burial demo-
graphics of the site; how the men, women
- and children are buried, and if their burials
. form a particular pattern. For example when
- they were buried were they grouped in dif-
ferent pants of the burial ground by gender?
¢ Or were men, women and children evenly
' distributed throughout the burial ground?
- Referring to the soft woods used for many
- of their coffins, Dr. Ferry reminded the
- group that this type of wood, considered
- less expensive than hard woods like oak,
tell us something about the burial popule-
< tion, "We have to remember who these peo-
. ple are in the African Burial Ground. Some
- were very poor individuals, | would describe
‘ them as having poor materials but a rich
£ spirit.”

- Site tours of the African Burial Ground and
the interior of 290 Broadway where com-
- memorative art is on display rounded out
' the day’'s events. Pictured right Public
. Educator Deinabo George offers comments
- concerning the New Ring Shout, a cosmo-
. gram designed by Houston Conwill, sculp-
- tor, Joseph DePace, architect and graphic
¢ anlist and Estella Conwill Majozo, poet. The
 cosmogram was designed to pay tribute to
- the men, women and children of the African
{ Burial Ground.

Dr. Warren Perry snswered numerous guestions about the |
recovered artifacts for young visliors to the lab. |

W
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nebo George offers detsile sbout the significence of the "New
Ring Shout,” one of several works of commemorative arl installed
at the 290 Broadway sile.




Ll to survive especial

A Taste From The Past
Donna Harden Cole

‘According to The Colonial Cook-book,
by Lucile Recht Penner, many of the
‘European arrivals in old New York
were ill prepared to live off the land.
§Tﬁ"mm@ new arrivals, especially the
\Dutch who arrived in 1623 and the
British succeeding them in 1664,
were mostly town people, i.e.,
'shopkeepers, laborers and arti-
isans.

%The colonists having little knowl-
‘edge of cultivating American soil,
‘needed to depend heavily on the
‘Nat ive Americans as well as
:;A‘fmcarss for their survival in the
inew world. Native Americans for
‘example, taught Europeans how to
‘choose wild plants safe for con-
%saummécmm These would include
‘mushrooms,onions,dandelion
greens and a variety of wild berries.

W@m Africans contributed substan-
tially to European knowledge of soil
cu?‘tvamn methods as well. We
i«m@w for example, that agriculture
W«:m a main source of such food-
@tuﬁ@ as grains, root crops and
E@gumm in Africa. In addition, ani-
mal husbandry was another source
ch:;r food gathering, i.e. meat, milk
and fish. However, for many
‘African countries foods obtained

‘were considered
ﬂpomm than using fishing
Indeed,

more
and hunting methods.

N\ West Africans may have been
slacquired because of their knowl-

edge of agricultural techniques of

soil irrigation, planting and weed-

ing. European settlers were able
ly due to their
adaptation to cultivating corn which
proved to be a major staple of the
colonial menu,

Corn, known in the Indian lan-
guage of Taino as maize meaning
‘our life,” was unknown to Euro-
peans. Native Americans taught
the colonists about planting meth-
ods and how to prepare corn which
was found to be easy to grow. It
was prepared in a variety of ways
i.e., boiled, roasted, or ground into
flour for bread.

Hunting and fishing were still more
survival tactics Native Americans
shared with Buropeans. These set-
tlers trapped such wild fowls as
turkey which were double the size
of the modern turkey bred on &
farm and weighing in at 30 to 40
pounds. It is all of these elements
which combine to create a "taste
from the past.”

G.D. Stringfield surmised in an
short essay entitled "African
American Cooking in Old New
York" that African Americans and
Native Americans formed strong
relationships. This coming together
also influenced the adaptability of
foods and food preparation among
them as well as among the Dutch
and the British in New York.

To commemorate the historic rela-

onship which evolved between
African Americans and natives of
North America especially, String-
field in her essay chose a recipe
designed by Dr. S.D. Wilson as a

“representation of this synthesis of:

foodways and culture. The recipe:
is tor "Peanut-Corn Soup." The in-,
gredients include corn and turkey
native to North America and the
peanut which originated in Africa.
Soup, incidentally, was eaten in

large quantities by the colonists.

It could be prepared using a variety
of ingredients and a week's serving
could be made using large iron ket-.
tles which were hung on the back
of the fireplace. :

boud

“Historic Peanut-Corn Soup”

Saute eight sliced carrots, and
three sliced onions in vegetable
ofl until soft then drain the oil.

Add three cans of clear chicken
broth in a large pot followed by
two cans of niblet corn and
simmer for ten minuies.

Add the meat of two baked turkey
legs or three wings, two cups of hot
water, and stir in one half cup of ‘
creamy Peanut Butter.

Cook over low heat tor 30 minutes
stirring occasionally (option: Add
sliced mushrooms)

Serve with Hot buttered Cormn
Bread. Serves six to eight people
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“African Burial Ground Update
{cont. from page 9)

May 24, 1997 - OPEls annual open
house event is a day long event which
features updates from Howard University,
the Foley {Zm vare Laboralory and the
progress of memoralization and reinter-
ment plans fm the site. Lectures, labora-
tory tours and conducted tours to the siie
are free 10 the public,

July 6, 1987 - Dr. Sherrill D, Wilson and
Or. Michae! L. Blakey lecture about the
African Burial Ground at the Diggs Gallery
at Winston-5a Im& State University, North

Caroling. For information call (810} 750-
2458,

June 21, 1987 -~ OPEL offers & day
long film festival. Documentaries con-
cerning the Atrican Burial Ground and
the early ! Mm’y of Africans in N«srw
York City will be shown ?rw to the put
lic. Call tor reservatio

Aug. 4-B, 1887 - “Innovative
Approaches 1o Teaching New York City's
Early History” is the theme of the week
long tecture series which represents the
2nd annual summer institule for educa-
tors sponsored by the Museum of the
City of New York.

Lectures  include  “Archaeclogical
Findings: The African Burial Ground” by
Dr. Sherrill D, Wilson; "New Amsterdam
as a Mult-cultural Community” by Dr.
David E. Voorhees, editor of the Halve
Meen published by the Holland Society,
and "P mm@y Day: Alrican American
Colonial Music and Dance,” presented
by Judith Samuet, Fon McBee and the
Children of Dahomey.  For addiional
information please call Laura Dickstein,
School and Family Programs Coordinator,
Museurn of the City of New York at (212)
534-1672, ext. 208
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AFRICAN BURIAL GROUND
VOLUNTEERS

Summer Training Session
Saturday, July 1, 1997

For information and reservations

(212) 432-5707

SITE TOURS AT
HOWARD UNIVERSITY

To 5cm>du!e an ﬁppmﬂmmm
pi%se cal! (102} BOB-5252.




%mﬁ%w of Public Information and Interpretation
oof the African Burial Ground

U.S. Custom House,

‘6 World Trade Center, Rm. 239

‘New York, N.Y. 10048

ADDRESS
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